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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations

Office: (217) 581-5981 - Home: (217) 348-7553

September 14, 1987
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
BOARD APPROVES EIU PROJECTS:
OAK BROOK--Three major non-instructional capital
improvement projects, requested by Eastern Illinois University President Stanley G. Rives, were approved by the
Illinois Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities at its September 14 meeting here.
The approval is only the first step.

The Board

will now forward the requests to the Board of Higher
Education for approval.

Architectural/engineering services

and construction contracts or purchases requiring Board
of Governors action will be requested seperately by EIU.
A Student Recreational Facility, estimated

to cost

approximately $7 million, would be financed by the sale
of revenue bonds to be repaid by student fees.

In an

April 1987 referendum, the student body voiced strong
support for additional recreational facilities.
-more-
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Construction is tentatively scheduled to begin July
1988, with occupancy in January 1990, provided the student
referendum scheduled for November 1987 recommends the
specific student fee increase needed to finance the project
and the Board approves the fee increase recommended.
The second major project is construction of a fraternity/sorority housing court near Carmen Hall to provide
on-campus housing for the University's Greek organizations.
The $2.5 million dollar project will be financed by revenue
bonds, to be repaid from proceeds of revenue bond operations.
The court will initially consist of eight units,
each accomodating 35-50 students.

Eventually, the court

may be expanded up to twenty units, if sufficient interest
is shown by the fraternities and sororities.

A $65,000 addition to an existing parking lot on
the west side of South Fourth Street will provide approximately 130 additional parking spaces.

It will be financed

through the Parking Fund Reserve from fees paid by staff
and faculty.

The additional parking will also support

the planned College of Business addition to Coleman Hall.
Rives also gave the Board a report on the progress
of the EIU Foundation's Tenth Decade Campaign, which
was inaugurated to commemorate the 90th Anniversary of
the founding of the Univeristy in 1895.

It is a five-year

development program, with the goal of raising $5 million
dollars in private contributions to the University and
Foundation by December, 1989.
-more-
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As part of the campaign, the University's School
of Technology has received a gift of twenty-nine robots
and accessories from CIMCORP, Inc. of Aurora, Illinois.
This donation, valued at $345,240, will help the School
upgrade its instructional equipment to better reflect
state-of-the-art practices in industry.
Rives updated the Board on Eastern's Undergraduate
Program Review, which is being conducted during the 1987-88
Academic Year.

Its purpose is to formulate recommendations

for improving the Undergraduate educational program.
The review is being headed by Dr. Robert Kindrick,
EIU Provost and Vice-President for Academic Affairs,
and a steering committee of key University personnel.
In addition, the Board also approved an EIU request
to demolish two University-owned houses at 1538 and 1602
Ninth Street in Charleston.

The houses are more than

fifty years old and in a state of disrepair.
Both were purchased in 1971 and have been used as
temporary studios for the Art Department faculty.
vacated space will be used for additional parking.
-30-
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Program Review, which is being conducted during the 1987-88
Academic Year.
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EIU wins approval for projects~.

CHARLESTON, Ill. - Three
major capital improvement projects requested by Eastern Illinois
University President Stanley G.
Rives were approved Monday by
the Illinois Board of Governors of
State Colleges and Universities.
Included on Rives' wish list were
a student recreational facility, a
_fraternity/sorority housing court
and a 130-space addition to an
existing parking lot.
Board approval represents only a
first step toward realization of the
projects. The requests now go ·to
the Board of Higher Education for
its approval. Architectural/
engineering services, ·construction
contracts or purchases will be
requested separately by EIU.
The recreational facility is
estimated to cost about $7_ millionand would be financed by the sale
of revenue bonds to be repaid by
· student fees. If the fee increase is
approved by stude{lt referendum,
which must also be approved by the
board, ·construction could begin

next July with occupancy ip
January of 1990.
;
The fraternity/sorority housing
court would provide on-campU,s
housing for Greek organizations in
eight units accommodating 35 to 50
students in each. Plans call for th~
court to be expanded up to 20 units
if ipterest is there. The project calls
for $2.5 million financed by revenue bonds to be repaid frol):l
proceeds of revenue bond operations. ,
'
:
A $65,000 addition to the Sout;p
Fourth Street! lot will be· financed
through the parking fund resenie
derived from fees paid by staff and
faculty.
.
In· ·other action Monday, the
board gave its approval to university plans to .demolish two houses
owned by EIU. Both have been.
used as temporary studios by the
Art Departmertt faculty and are old
and in disrepair. The vacated space
will be adapted for additional
parking.
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